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Spirit

Texan interior designer Lauren
Rottet revives an old Miami
classic by embracing local rituals
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and opening up ocean views.
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During Its storled seven-decade history,
Miam¥'s Royal Falm hotel has experienced
an Impresshve evolution Not long after
opening I 1959, the beachfront property
served 2s 2 makeshIN militacy facllity for
LS. Army officers and lraloees during
‘Waorld War 11 1t transitioacd Inlo a glam
holspol In the 1950s and "60s, gradmally
fell Into disrepalr In Lhe "80s, 2ad cxperi-
enced 3 redirth throggh 3 reconstruction
atthe Lurn of he century. Bt the Art Deco
lcom, now three separale balidings, Bcked
personality, pollsh, and amenltis bent-
ting its stature—antil Its receat, two-year-
long renovation endes the James brand by -~
Houston-based Roliel Stadio -
To capture the spirit of the site, prin- /
dpal Lauren Rottet and her leam first oy
lurned their aitention to denlzens of the
steamy ¥lorida city. “We walched the way
pecpie strolied along Calllns Street, look-
Ing al the bulddings and each other,” she
says. The desigmers observed mornisg |
rostines—iclsurely breakfasts, exerclse v
reglmes-and saw the lransformations
when guests changed from balhing salts [
Lo after-hours garh. “1 Imagined Virginia
Wooll mecting Jean-Michel Basquial,
returning to the James, and continaing to " &
Lalk the might away about art and poelry
Cuitural mash-ops of (his sort beame
e blucprint for her warm, scaside taie
on modern design. Mediterranean pastols
compiement sot wilte walls and rich wood
accents, whille some features of the original
Royal Palm were preserved and reusod (the
first reception desk & now part of the cof-
foe bar). Roltet also made representing the
city’s burgeoning crealive scene 2 high pri-
ority “We reached out to local gallery own-
©ns and art schools” she says. “We actzally
hawe an original palnling In every room.”
Each of the 393 gucst rooms, all of which
Indode private walk-out balconks, now
akso has 3 clever feature (o0 capiallze on
Ihe prime waterfront jocale. “We realtzed
thal If we placed mirrors strategically, all
rooms woold actually hawe an ocean view
granted a refiocted one, but still a peek at
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